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in 1654, the tension became more evident. During this period 
Genoa tried to follow a new commercial and naval policy 
based on direct commerce with America and the East Indies. 
This policy was backed within the Republic by the repubbli-
chisti or navalisti thought that had been developed since Uberto 
Foglietta published Della Repubblica di Genova in 1559. One of 
the axes of this work lay in the rearmament and distancing of 
Genoa from Spanish influence.5 In 1650 the publication of Il 
Genio Ligure Risvegliato (fig. 2.3) helped to consolidate the naval-
isti thought. The aforementioned crisis that took place in 1654 
brings together some common elements that will be repeated 
later during the Nine Years’ War (1688–1697) and be mediated 
by the consequences of the bombing of the city in 1684. The cri-
sis of 1654 took place as a result of the capture of several French 
ships by Finaline corsairs, vassals of the King of Spain in what 
Genoa considered to be its sovereign waters.6 In the escalation 
of tensions that followed the incident, Genoa accelerated its 
rearmament plans and Spain seized the assets of the Genoese 
in Italy.7 France even recognised the Genoese claim to opt for 
royal status, which opened the door to the full sovereignty of 
the Republic against the protection and subordination to the 
Spanish Monarchy that it had experienced until then.

Matters were just getting worse for Spain and Genoa when 
France, determined to maintain an independent commer-
cial policy with the merchant republics of Europe, set out to 
defeat the Habsburgs of Madrid and Vienna to finally estab-
lish its hegemony in Europe. Genoa, in addition to its polit-
ical and economic ties with Spain, was under Spain’s protec-
tion, which meant that Genoa could not enjoy easily a full 
sovereignty that did not exist. It was also a key part of the 
Spanish defensive system in Europe, firstly because of the 
right of passage of Spanish troops and galley prisoners or for-
zados through Ligurian territory, and secondly because of the 
use of the ports of Genoa and Finale for the supply and over-
wintering of the King’s armies and navies. Dealing a decisive 
blow to Genoa could seriously compromise the defence of 
the Spanish Monarchy and the integrity of its dominions. 

In 1684, France discovered that Genoa was building four 
new galleys and that its government had accepted the creden-
tials of the new ambassador Juan Carlos Bazán in February of 
the same year.8 These credentials constituted a real diplomatic 
problem, as his predecessors Manuel Coloma and the Mar-
quis de Villagarcía already experienced,9 for the Republic did 
not accept the inclusion of the word ‘protection’ in the letters. 

In fact, Manuel Coloma had to give up presenting the origi-
nal credentials in 1678. Juan Carlos Bazán, on the other hand, 
managed to convince the Doge and the senators that ‘no cau-
saba perjuicio alguno a los derechos de su libertad’ (‘it did not 
cause any harm to his rights and liberty’).10 These two inci-
dents, added to the interruption of the salt trade in Savona, 
were enough for France to carry out a direct armed interven-
tion in Genoa. According to the French admiral Marquis de 
Seignelay’s manifesto, Genoa had to destroy its four galleys, 
renounce the protection of the King of Spain, and commit 
itself to strict neutrality. The refusal to respond to the demands 
led to the bombing of the city for three days. The conflict cul-
minated in the humiliating visit of the Doge of Genoa to Ver-
sailles (fig. 14.1) and the privilege granted to Louis XIV to be 
able to send an ambassador to the city, breaking the diplo-
matic monopoly that Spain had held until then. Although the 
Spanish Monarchy remained the official protector of Genoa 
and never recognised its sovereignty, Spain respected Genoa’s 
autonomy and defended its integrity when it was in danger. 
1684 is just one example, but we can find another one in 1625 
when the ii marquis of Santa Cruz came to Genoa’s rescue, 
defeating an army of French and Savoyard troops.

After the bombing there appeared an anonymous account 
entitled Ingenua y desnuda relación de lo sucedido en Génova en mayo 
de 1684 or Naive and True Account of what happened in Genoua in May 
1684, probably printed in Milan with the help of Ambassa-
dor Juan Carlos Bazán. This account describes the origins 
of the conflict. During this crisis the role that the accep-
tance of the Spanish ambassador’s credentials played in the 
bombing of the city was fundamental ‘quando por medio del 
Nuevo embaxador español havian recientemente abrazado 
y admitido la declarada proteccion del rey católico’ (‘they 
had recently embraced and admitted the declared protec-
tion of the Catholic king’).11 In addition, the account asserted 
the role of Spain in Genoa as its protector and defended the 
subordinate role of Genoa with respect to Spain in Aristote-
lian terms referring to the association of the lunar and sub-
lunar worlds where ‘los dominios y principados se man-
tienen como los cuerpos sublunares por los mismos medios 
que se engendran infiriendo ser muy proporcionado que la 
Republica confiara la preservacion de su libertad a quien se 
la havia devido’ (‘the dominions and principalities are main-
tained as sublunar bodies by the same means that are engen-
dered, inferring to be very proportionate that the Republic 
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14.1

Claude-Guy Hallé, Reparations made to King Louis XIV by the 
Doge of Genoa in the Galerie des Glaces in Versailles, May 1685. 
Versailles, Châteaux de Versailles et de Trianon, 1715.  
Photo: © RMN-Grand Palais (Château de Versailles) /  
Gérard Blot / Christian Jean. Reproduced with permission.

entrust the preservation of its liberty to the one who owed 
it’).12 Another interesting account that appeared in that year 
was an imagined dialogue between Genoa and Algiers (which 
suffered a French bombardment in 1683), Dialogo fra Genova ed 
Algieri: città fulminate dal Giove Gallico, attributed to Giovanni 
Paolo Marana and published in 1685 in Amsterdam. Here we 
find a humiliated Republic taking advice from an infidel city 
that suffered a French attack. The psychological impact was 
such that Genoa’s policy towards France and Spain began to 
change course.

From 1684 Genoa committed itself to a more neutral pol-
icy with respect to Spain and France and also to a gradual dis-
armament, starting with the destruction of its four galleys 
and ending with the sale of its last galleon in 1689.13 Again, 
and despite the signing of a defensive treaty with Spain in the 
autumn of 1684, Genoa had to yield to the Spanish interme-
diation in the Truce of Regensburg and to obey the terms of 
neutrality dictated by France. According to the instructions 
of the Genoese ambassador to Spain, the parallel agreement 
with Louis XIV had to be kept strictly in secret.

From then on, Genoa lived under constant fear of French 
retaliation such as the bombing or occupation of its territory 

by France whenever this power decided to attack Spain, a 
sentiment that the ambassadors of Spain knew how to rec-
ognise. From the time of the declaration of war by France 
against Spain in 1689 until 1697, the question of neutrality 
made Madrid fear a possible break with Genoa and the col-
lapse of its defensive system in Italy.

 The Spanish Monarchy and Genoa  
during the Nine Years’ War

Despite these fears the Spanish Monarchy knew sometimes 
how to exert some control or show its power over Genoa. 
Spain forced Genoese neutrality on more than one occasion 
and tried to orient it towards ‘benevolent neutrality’ with 
Spain, despite the threat of the French armies in Savoy since 
1690. In turn, the Genoese tried to assert their independence 
by appealing to its sovereignty and even by benefiting from it 
like other neutral countries through the commercial block-
ade imposed by the Allies (Spain, Great Britain, United Prov-
inces, Savoy and the Empire) on France.14 All in all, Genoa 
started this policy before war started. In 1686 Genoa denied 
Spain entry into the city of prisoners for the galleys of Spain, 
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allowing it only in San Pedro de Arenas and not within the 
city as had been allowed until 1685. Genoa also refused to 
allow the mooring of navy ships except galleys, based on a 
precedent of 1683 that Manuel Coloma had to manage to 
secure together with Admiral Count of Aguilar. In that year, 
nevertheless, the dock for the galleys of the Duke of Tursi, of 
Genoese origin, continued to function at the service of the 
King of Spain. 

However, in September 1692, Pedro Corbete’s navy arrived 
at the port, an event to which, apparently, the Genoese gov-
ernment did not react at first. Corbete announced that he 
would enter the dock with the Capitana ship and four other 
ships that needed repair and supplies. The Republic accepted, 
but to its surprise, Corbete entered with the entire navy (16 
ships). The protests of the Republic were such that the Mar-
quis of Leganés had to go in person from Milan. The manoeu-
ver coincided at a crucial moment with the expected arrival 
of the Anglo-Dutch navy in the Mediterranean to join that 
of Spain, and with the request of a dock for the galleys of 
France by this country and the conflict over the winter quar-
ters. Spain asserted through this show of force its superi-
ority at a difficult time during the war. On the other hand, 
although Genoa maintained the right of passage of Spanish 
troops through its territory, it did not grant said right some 
years. Although it was renewed in 1691, the next year Genoa 
changed its mind, interrupting until 1692 any type of move-
ment towards the State of Milan. Again the question of winter 
quarters was behind this decision, and it is precisely this ques-
tion that placed Genoese neutrality between a rock and a hard 
place during the Nine Years’ War. For its part, Spain stopped 
using Genoa’s dock, finding a substitute in Gaeta, in the King-
dom of Naples. In this way Spain avoided diplomatic affairs 
between Genoa and France. There were more ports like the 
Presidios of Tuscany, which defended the Tuscan Coast and the 
sea route to Naples and Sicily.

The question of the imperial quarters began at the end of 
1691. The allies wanted to make Italy one of the main theatres 
of war and to achieve this Emperor Leopold I, at the request 
of Spain,15 assigned large contingents of troops to Milan. Due 
to the lack of means to pay for the quarters of imperial troops 
in winter, Spain and the Empire agreed to charge the mainte-
nance to the Italian states linked to the Holy Empire and the 
imperial fiefdoms of northern Italy; many of them belonged 
to the Genoese nobility. The payment of 92,000 escudos 

fell on these families, but was soon refused by the Repub-
lic, encouraged this time by France, which tried to carry out 
a policy of threat and rapprochement towards Genoa. This 
policy consisted of threatening to declare war and bomb the 
city should the payment of the quarters exceed 30,000 escu-
dos, at which time France would consider Genoese neutral-
ity broken. In case of war with the Empire and Spain, France 
would offer all its support to Genoa.

To make matters worse, France tried to present itself, in 
the event of the outbreak of war with the Empire, as the pro-
tector of Genoa’s liberty, thus replacing Spain. Thanks to 
the management of Juan Carlos Bazán and the Governor of 
Milan, Marquis de Leganés, it was agreed that the assets of 
the nobles in Milan, Naples and Sicily would be seized to pay 
the remaining 62,000 escudos. The so-called new nobility 
of Genoa had to assume this payment, which worried Juan 
Carlos Bazán, who in his final account as ambassador in 1693 
would come to advise against the embargo method due to the 
damage it could do to the Spanish party, taking into account 
that some of the new nobility were considered to be pro-
French and had their own French party.16

In 1695 a new ambassador to Genoa, Juan Antonio Albizu, 
was selected by the State Council as Francisco Moles’s suc-
cessor. The instructions that were given to him reveal the 
point of view that predominated in Spain regarding Genoese 
matters. These instructions reminded the new ambassador 
about the credentials experience in 1678 and 1684 and how 
the Republic valued its autonomy. In this document the State 
Council advised the new ambassador that he had to remind 
the doge that the Spanish Monarchy had always defended 
Genoa’s interests and liberty. Moreover, the ambassador was 
ordered to remind the Genoese that the Republic would con-
tinue to enjoy the military protection of Spain in the same 
way as in 1684 even though Genoa did not fulfil its obliga-
tions as an ally after that event. The Spanish Monarchy was 
now fully concerned about the neutrality policy followed by 
Genoa and ‘su contemplacion de aquel Rey [Louis XIV]’ (‘its 
contemplation of that King’).17 In order to respect the deci-
sion taken by Genoa of remaining neutral but on behalf of 
Spain, Juan Antonio Albizu had to maintain the links made 
with some notorious members of the Genoese aristoc-
racy such as the Prince Doria and his house and, of course, 
the Duke of Tursi. The instruction stated ‘Procurareis que 
la Republica vea en todas vuestas accionesla proteccion en 
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que la tengo como lo ha manifestado la experiencia’ (‘You 
will ensure that the Republic sees in all our actions the pro-
tection in which I have it, as experience has shown’)18. This 
protection would assure their ‘liberty’ and the Governor of 
Milan would help in case of need with the Lombardy Army.19 
In fact, Spain made some offers of alliance to Genoa during 
the war, but all of them were refused because of the alleged 
military weakness of the Spanish Monarchy.

Although Spain was not able to mobilise the same forces 
as in the times of Philip IV, that did not mean that it had 
lost its might. State Counsellors were very aware of this and 
explained to Albizu that although Genoa was making excuses 
on this point, he should always try to convince the Geno-
ese that the Republic maintained a huge army in Milan and 
Piedmont and that the King’s Navy and those of England and 
the United Provinces were in the Mediterranean ‘aplicadas 
a la preservacion y defensa universal de todos los dominios 
de Italia’ (‘applied to the preservation and universal defence 
of all the dominions of Italy’).20 Here, Spain was just assum-
ing the classic role of preserving the freedom of the whole 
of Italy, which was so appreciated by the small Italian states, 
threatened by France and an Empire with renewed forces.21

There was also the issue of commerce. As we have seen, 
commerce caused some of the most important problems in 
Spanish-Genoese relations whether it was related to corsairs, 
blockades or selling some products, and Genoa depended 
on it to survive. Spain knew that some Genoese merchants 
had arrangements with France and managed to gather many 
proofs. Most of this illegal commerce under the Blockade 
Agreement signed by Spain,22 England and the United Prov-
inces was localised in Cadiz, where many people were expect-
ing the arrival of the galleons from the West Indies full of silver 
and gold. At the beginning of the war, in 1689 Spain counted 5 
merchant ships under the Genoese flag, but in 1692–1695 this 
number had grown to 80. Genoa had benefited from neutral-
ity, that was clear, and that increase in shipments was justi-
fied as one of the results of being neutral, but according to the 
Spanish Monarchy most of its commerce in the Mediterra-
nean, not only in the Atlantic, benefited France indirectly for 
French merchants in neutral ports took advantage of neutral-
ity to make profits. In the year 1691 the Spanish Monarchy put 
into practice a system of records and permits by which any 
ship that entered any port of the Hispanic Monarchy had to 
present the papers and records of the cargo it brought and be 

visited and recognised by an official. Such a procedure had to 
be carried out also at the time of leaving the port. This practice 
had some success and soon attracted Genoese complaints, 
but given the circumstances that did not worry Madrid. The 
ambassadors to Genoa thought that it was more dangerous. 
There is no doubt that the blockade imposed by Spain and its 
allies had some effect in spite of its many faults and gaps, and 
the many letters written by Juan Carlos Bazán regarding the 
situation of Provence show that this French region was suf-
fering from economic stagnation due to the blockade and the 
scorched-earth strategy applied by Duke Victor Amadeus ii of 
Savoy and the allied army in 1692.23 

What role did Genoa’s politics play? The question of the 
old and new nobility as determining elements for the future 
of the neutrality of Genoa was already taken into account by 
the Spanish embassy. ​​Moreover, it was linked to the world 
of the repubblichisti. Although the existence of a French party 
was suspected during the first years of the war, there was lit-
tle proof, but at least the Durazzo family could be considered 
a member,24 according to the Spanish embassy. In his account 
of 1693, Juan Carlos Bazán seems to contradict himself for 
he disavowed the rumours during the problems caused by 
the winter quarters that spoke of an inevitable inclination 
towards France on the part of the Genoese rulers, also moti-
vated by the well-known cases of smuggling with France.25 
In reality they would be fully committed to neutrality, wrote 
Bazán. Genoese elites were just scared of being dragged into 
war by France or the Empire. Despite these misconcep-
tions Bazán’s, diagnosis was correct: Genoa feared a repeti-
tion of 1684, hence its apparently anti-Spanish attitude and 
the rejection of the allies was linked, according to his succes-
sor Francisco Moles, to the fact that the Anglo-Dutch army 
could end the trade with which the Genoese had prospered 
thanks to its neutrality maintained during the war. In one 
of his first letters as ambassador, Moles wrote that he found 
Genoa’s inhabitants ‘y de haver hallado en estos naturales 
una emocion de animo, dos son las causas el efecto referido: 
la una es por lo del sal del Final y esta despues de los seques-
tros de bienes’ (‘troubled over two causes that made this 
effect: the first one is due to the salt of Finale and later the 
embargo of property’). The second concern was the presence 
since 1694 of the Anglo-Dutch navy in the Mediterranean 
Sea.26 The embassy knew of some rumours spread by French 
agents, or that was what the Spanish thought in 1693–1694. 
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Most of them talked about the malicious intentions of the 
British and Dutch ships, which were trying to exert new con-
trol over Mediterranean commerce and replace the Repub-
lic as a competitor. In any case, this fear did not cause more 
trouble. Some of the Spanish ambassadors thought that a 
French party was forming among those Genoese unsatisfied 
with Spain’s most recent policies in Italy.27

The truth is that the Spanish embassy may have made a 
mistake when it came to assessing the Genoese nobility, 
since it recognised later the existence of a large third party 
called ‘neutral’, more inclined to Spain than to France, men-
tioning the navalists but without considering them a real 
threat around 1693. This is how Juan Carlos Bazán concluded 
his account, highlighting the intimate but fragile relation-
ship between Spain and Genoa and underlining the role of 
Spain as protector of Genoa’s freedom. In any case, as Juan 
Carlos Bazán stated, the offences committed by the Repub-
lic (mainly smuggling) should be understood not as malice 
or ties to France but as a sinful characteristic of a mercantile 
republic. The best strategy was to attract the neutral coun-
tries to commerce with Spain and observe carefully those 
families or individuals that could have ties with France or 
be more inclined to that nation. The same Durazzo family in 
spite of its past French ties, ‘have some affectionate subjects 
to Your Majesty’s Royal Service’.28

Conclusion

Despite Genoa’s attempts to remain neutral, Spain’s bond was 
still important enough not to be ignored. The evidence of 
asserting its independence navigated precisely in that direc-
tion, but always with a certain permissiveness on the part 
of Spain that, as we have seen, could make effective demon-
strations of force to assert its primacy and condition many 
decisions taken in Genoa with a large amount of resources 
and guarantees that France could not provide. In any case, 
Genoa’s policy of neutrality emerged from fear of a repeti-
tion of the bombing of 1684, which was still an even greater 
repetition of the one that took place in 1679 as a result of 
a conflict over salutes between Genoese and French ships. 
From the end of the Nine Years’ War, Genoa still remained 
under the protective mantle of the Spanish Crown until 
the end of the War of the Spanish Succession. In any case, 
the question of sovereignty continued to be a subject of 

discussion in the modern age. The case of Genoa raises inter-
esting questions when it is transferred to Spain itself, since in 
this same period the partition treaties of the Spanish Mon-
archy took place in 1698 and 1700 between France, England 
and the United Provinces, which paradoxically represented 
a violation of the sovereignty of the Crown of Spain. There 
is no doubt that in the society of the ancien régime, social 
schemes were also transferred to the treatment of nations in 
multiple ways and that republics occupied an inferior space 
compared to other political entities such as kingdoms.

This entailed numerous problems in the treatment of 
nations, including those concerning the figure of the ambas-
sador, his credentials or greetings between ships. Genoa’s 
sovereignty was constrained by the 1528 agreement, although 
that did not mean an end to its autonomy. In any case Genoa 
considered that Spain was preferable to France; the experi-
ence before Andre Doria’s agreement with Spain in 1528 was 
a warning. Threats from France and the fact that the Ligu-
rian territory was also linked to the Holy Roman Empire, like 
other Italian states, made things more complex. Thus we are 
faced with a world of political entities superimposed in the-
ory and that, in practice, often play with state sovereignties. 
Spain, Austria and Poland experienced partition throughout 
the eighteenth century. Genoa suffered the loss of Corsica in 
1768 and the French occupation of 1797 that saw the defini-
tive end of this maritime Republic. 
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An unusual, telling account of greed, murder, penance, and 
redemption set in Genoa in the late eighteenth century can 
be found in a series of letters written by the British poet, travel 
writer and salon hostess, Anna Riggs, Lady Miller.1 Stopping 
for a time in Genoa on her grand tour through Italy in the 
1770s, Lady Miller recounted how one day she was strolling 
by the Basilica della Santissima Annunziata del Vastato to 
marvel at the ‘profusion of marble, the lustre of which daz-
zles the sight’ only to encounter on the steps of the immac-
ulately white cathedral ‘a very old man, poorly dressed, who 
licked [the steps] with his tongue’ in the shape of crosses 
‘from one end to the other […] this he repeated every day at 
the same hour’. Curious to know why this man persevered 
in ‘so singular and disgusting a penance’, she approached the 
unusual penitent who proceeded to wow the noblewoman 
with his tale of woe. The old man had been a trained assassin 
in his youth responsible for at least a dozen murders, mur-
der being, according to Lady Miller, ‘no uncommon plan at 
Genoa; un colpo di coltello is seen in much the same light here, 
as the bruises’ acquired by boxers back in England. Inquiring 
a bit more, the strange penitent, whom Lady Miller referred 
to as her cicerone, or local guide, recalled how, in a sad twist 
of fate, his son had himself fallen afoul of an assassin on the 
steps of that very same church only for the murderer, a local 
barber, to have escaped ‘on board an English or Dutch ship 
for a short time; after which he reappeared and continued his 
business.2 Unable to enact vendetta on his son’s killer and with 
time finally catching up to him, the elderly cicerone had finally 
sought out a confessor ‘who recommended to him the above 
humiliation of licking, with some scores of Aves and Paters’. 

The story of Lady Miller’s rather unusual cicerone captures 
the core theme of this essay: contemporary Northern Euro-
pean views of Genoa in the final century of the Republic’s 
independence, from the French bombardment of 1684 to the 

collapse of the old aristocratic Republic in 1797. It argues that 
travellers to Genoa and news accounts originating from the 
city in the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries reported 
two visions of the Republic at this time. On the one hand, 
many visitors and reporters envisioned the Republic in steep 
decline – a Genoa of murder, lawlessness, decadence, and 
superstition, full of ciceroni like the old man Lady Miller met. 
Indeed, until very recently, scholarship on Enlightenment 
Italy largely echoed Lady Miller’s reports, with the Mediter-
ranean’s terminal decline generally and Genoa’s specifically 
a subject of great interest.3 Yet consider again the step-licking 
cicerone’s story, especially the moment when his son’s assas-
sin hopped aboard the English or Dutch ship to evade cap-
ture. Read against the grain, another side to foreign accounts 
of Genoa in its last decades emerge, one of an internationalis-
ing city, of a city full of Dutch, English, Spanish, French, Dan-
ish, Swedish, German, Turkish, and Swiss merchants, travel-
lers, soldiers, generals, spies, slaves, diplomats, financers, and 
transporters utilising Genoa as a centre for international com-
merce. If once the French bombardment of 1684 and Doge 
Giovan Francesco Imperiale-Lercari’s subsequent painful, 
symbolic act the next year of travelling to Versailles in person 
could be seen as a sort of premature end to the Genoese Repub-
lic, and the remaining century a mere denouement, such a tidy 
narrative of decline seems less clear today. Rather than ending 
the Republic, a number of recent studies have shown how the 
French bombardment and subsequent demand that the Gen-
oese maintain a form of ‘rigorous neutrality’ had the unex-
pected advantage of flooding the city with all manner of com-
mercial activity: capital investments through private lenders 
and the public Bank of Saint George, orders for silks and vel-
vet from the city’s manufactures, and transshipping and stor-
age in the newly-retrofitted Portofranco (free port) ware-
houses.4 Beyond peacetime commerce, the city also leveraged 
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15.1

Giovanni Lorenzo Guidotti after Giuseppe Torricelli, View of the 
Banchi’s square. Engraving from Description des beautés de Génes et de 
ses environs : ornée de differentes vuës, et de la carte topographique de la 
ville, Génes, Chez Yves Gravier, 1773. Photo: Wikimedia Commons. 
Public Domain.

its neutrality to fund, supply, house, feed, clothe, and care for 
soldiers and sailors during the conflicts that battered Europe 
in these years: the Nine Years’ War (1688–1697), the War of 
the Spanish Succession (1701–1714), the Second Morean War 
(1714–1718), the War of the Quadruple Alliance (1718–1720), the 
War of the Polish Succession (1733–1735), the War of Austrian 
Succession (1740–1748), and the Seven Years’ War (1756–1763).5 
By examining two types of sources – travellers’ accounts and 
political pamphlets – this essay aims to show how foreign vis-
itors accounted for such new inflows of peacetime and war-
time business into Genoa and, in doing so, assess more gen-
erally the continued vitality of the city and its Republic in its 
final century of independence. 

Visions of Genoa in the literature  
of the Grand Tour (1684–1797)

With the significant increase in European tourism follow-
ing the end of the Thirty Years’ War, Genoa, with its richly 
decorated palaces of the Strada Nuova and Strada Balbi, had 
become a vital stop for Northern Europeans on the Grand 
Tour as one of the first Italian ports-of-call.6 Foreign travel-
lers to Genoa in its long eighteenth century followed well-
scripted itineraries that circulated around Europe at the time. 
‘There are so many Descriptions of Genoa in our Language, 
that I shall take up the Reader’s Time with those Things only 
that have been left unobserv’d by others’, the British writer 
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John Durant Breval noted during his visit to the city in 1726, 
before, of course, going on to list all the places one would 
imagine a foreign visitor would comment on: the city’s nar-
row streets, its palazzi, its civic monuments (fig. 15.1).7 A tell-
ing list of typical topics for such sojourners appears as well 
in the Prussian officer and publicist Johann Wilhelm von 
Archenholz’s 1786 England und Italien (‘England and Italy’): 

Genoa: Government. Character of the Genoese. State 
oeconomy. Commerce. Capital funds. Parallel between Genoa 
and Hamburgh. Private Oeconomy. Parsimony. Sciences and 
arts. Works of Architecture. Ladies. Language. Gross ignorance. 
Acts of devotion. Brotherhoods. Solemnity with St Johns ashes. 
Constitution. Nobility. Genoa emancipated by the people 
in 1746. Army and navy. Harbour. Self-selling galley slaves. 
Commercial concerns of the Genoese nobles. Clifford. Bank 
of Genoa. Commerce oppressed. St Remo. Noli. Assemblies. 
Cicisbeat.8

Beyond offering a pre-set selection of art works, sights, and 
stereotypes, such itineraries structured as well what foreign 
visitors thought they would see during their trip. Following 
her visit to the Darsena, the city’s ship arsenal, to examine 
the city’s famed galley slaves, Lady Miller noted how ‘upon 
the whole […] the idea I had acquired in England of the 
wretched situation of a galley-slave, was exaggerated, per-
haps by my own imagination’s forming a picture much too 
strong from what I had read or heard’.9 

Like Lady Miller, many came expecting to see a city in 
steep decline, a narrative captured perhaps most starkly in 
descriptions of the republican seat of government, the Pala-
zzo Ducale. The account of Johann Georg Keyßler, the Ger-
man polymath, archaeologist, and Fellow of the Royal Society, 
can prove representative of such views. ‘The doge resides in 
a palace belonging to the Republic, with his family and eight 
senators appointed for his council […] it is an old mean build-
ing’, Keyßler wrote.10 Beyond the official seat of government, 
travellers further commented on the nature of the Genoese 
Republic while visiting the city’s many private Palazzi.

For many visitors undertaking the grand tour, the mar-
vels of the Palazzi of the Strada Nuova and Strada Balbi not 
only formed an essential part of their accounts but offered 
them an opportunity to muse on the nature of the city’s 
aristocracy, in particular Genoa’s relationship with neigh-
bouring powers. Commenting on the aristocracy’s seeming 
poverty, the British Army captain and writer John Nothrall 
noted in his posthumous Travels through Italy how many of 
their subjects were in fact ‘very rich, and have large estates 
in other dominions, particularly Naples and Spain; which 
is attended with great inconveniences, as throwing them 
into interests inconsistent with those of their own country’, 

while Anna Miller noted during her visit how the aristocra-
cy’s famed frugality explained the Republic’s survival after 
1684.11 

Weak in themselves, and unwarlike, they cannot resist any one 
power; but their safety has hitherto depended, and must always 
depend upon the interest others have, in their continuing a free 
state […] Besides, what bribe can Spain, Naples or even France 
offer to the Genoese nobility as an equivalent for their liberty? 
Can they, out of their own houses, see anything desirable in the 
palaces of Kings?12

As Miller’s account suggests, travellers to Genoa in the eigh-
teenth century bore witness to the Republic’s system of gov-
ernment not only in formal spaces, but also informal, pri-
vate ones. Visitors in particular assessed the health of the 
Republic on the city’s narrow streets. Returning again to the 
well-received travelogue of Johann Georg Keyßler, the Ger-
man traveller described the city’s narrow streets as conveying 
a deep foreignness, likening the city to an Eastern metropolis 
with all the fears of oriental despotism attached to it. 

The want of coaches and other carriages conduces not a little 
to the cleanliness of the streets; besides the barrenness of the 
neighbouring soil requiring great quantities of manure, the 
dung of horses and mules is very carefully gathered up, what 
some oriental travelers inform us, that the Arabs do out of 
superstition with regard to those camels which have been in 
the Mecca Caravans, the poor people here do from necessity, 
carefully picking up all the horse and mule dung they meet 
with.13 

Lady Anne Miller, perhaps with Keyßler’s account in mind, 
took this analogy one step further, tying the cleanliness of 
the streets with Genoa’s commercial success. 

How should a small strip of country, in itself wretched and 
barren, with but indifferent harbours, and a bigoted fanatical 
people, find, in their own miserable territory, those resources 
of wealth and prosperity, so visible in every quarter of this great 
city, did they not manure this farm with the produce of others.14 

Northern European visitors to Genoa in the eighteenth 
century would appear to have cast a fairly dark image of the 
Republic as decadent and declining, even tipping towards 
oriental tyranny. But travellers also took note of the Repub-
lic’s changing character following the 1684 French bombard-
ment: the Republic’s commitment to neutrality and its open-
ing up to English, Dutch, French, and Austrian interests in 
the coming decades. Many commented for example on the 
influx of foreigners receiving care in the city’s chief medi-
cal facility – L’Ospedale di Pammatone. ‘The large hospital is 
another important establishment, where is received all the 
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sick indifferently of whatever nation they may be,’ reported 
the astronomer and writer Joseph Jérôme Lalande during his 
1769 visit, a view shared by the British botanist Thomas Mar-
tyn, who added two decades later how the Ospedale ‘receives 
the sick of all nations and religions.15 ‘The great Hospital is a 
glorious establishment for the Sick of all Nations, and like-
wise for Foundlings,’ noted the British poet Mariana Starke, 
a distinction that marked off L’Ospedale di Pammatone from 
other civic or charitable institutions in the city. ‘There is 
another Hospital of a smaller size, which receives the Sick of 
the Genoese nation only.16 In addition to such plaudits, how-
ever, many travellers used their trip to L’Ospedale di Pamma-
tone as an opportune moment to feed into decadent and vio-
lent stereotypes about the Genoese. ‘Dr. Batt shewed us the 
great hospital, one of the largest and most superb in Europe. 
It is open to the sick of all nations and religions, and con-
tains from 1200 to 2000 patients’, applauded the botanist and 
founder of the Linnean Society John Edward Smith before 
adding darkly how ‘about 700 women and 1200 men are 
admitted in the course of the year for wounds with knives 
or stilettos; a dreadful fact, almost sufficient to brand the 
national character with the general detestation of mankind’.17 
Travelling to Genoa three years later, the Anglican priest John 
Owen also merged the celebratory with the sadistic: 

[L’Ospedale di Pammatone] is an institution, which, in point 
of liberality, has no rival in Europe. Designed as a receptacle for 
distressed humanity, it receives under its protection the sick 
and maimed of every complexion, country, and religion. ‘La sala 
de Feriti’, or Ward of the Stabbed, was a sight which I knew not how 
to contemplate. This apartment was of considerable length; four 
ranks of beds, filled for the most part with miserable victims 
of assassination, variously wounded, and in different stages of 
suffering, was a spectacle full of horror.18

Popular, too, among visitors was Genoa’s Porto Franco or 
freeport, the tightly regulated complex of bonded-free ware-
houses near the Molo Vecchio (‘Old Pier’) which the gov-
ernment had renovated in the wake of the French bombard-
ment and opened up increasingly to foreign ownership.19 
‘The franc port, at Genoa, deserves to be noticed, as a commo-
dious depositary and well-regulated office for […] customs’, 
wrote Robert Gray, future Bishop of Bristol.20 The ware-
houses possessed ‘goods of every kind, lying by each other; 
heaps of verdigrease, and casks of sugar; marble and coffee; 
woods and linens; the productions of Asia, and the produce 
of the north. It is a scene of motion, activity, and affluence 
not to be imagined’, noted Charles Dupaty, the enlightened 
philosophe who travelled in Italy in 1785.21 Foreign goods kept 
in the Portofranco, sometimes for decades, could be partic-
ularly useful in times of war, something travelers and dip-
lomats who visited the city during the War of the Spanish 

Succession noted, for instance. ‘[Genoa] is the place d’armes 
for the French armies in Italy’, sneered an English diplomat; 
‘their recruits, their armies, their ammunition, their money, 
their provisions, &c., are all landed at Genoa’.22

A further Genoese institution that attracted the attention 
of Northern European visitors was the Bank of Saint George. 
There was, of course, nothing novel about foreign writers 
commenting on the bank. A long literary-historical tradi-
tion dating back to Niccolò Machiavelli’s 1526 Istorie fioren-
tine centred on the bank as an essential part of Genoa’s repub-
lican constitution, and many Northern European visitors to 
Genoa in its long eighteenth century envisioned the Bank of 
Saint George in such terms.23 The British poet and essayist 
Joseph Addison’s description of the bank during a visit to the 
city in 1701 can provide a paradigmatic example. According to 
Addison, San Giorgio was a ‘remarkable’ part of the govern-
ment of Genoa whose administrators took their offices ‘for 
life’, drew its funds ‘partly in the hands of the chief citizens,’ 
and exerted ‘a powerful influence over the common people’ 
acting as ‘a second kind of senate’:

It distributes the power among more particular members of the 
republic, and gives the commons a figure: so that it is no small 
check upon the aristocracy, and may be one reason why the 
Genoese senate carries it with greater moderation towards their 
subjects than the Venetian.24

In much the same way, the Frenchmen Joseph Lalande lik-
ened the constitutional place of the bank to a chapel inside a 
larger cathedral. ‘The Bank of St George forms a Republic of 
rich people and the great Council a Republic of politicians 
and Nobles’.25 Yet increasingly Northern European travellers 
took note of the bank’s international acclaim as a depository 
for foreign capital and a lender to foreign governments from 
the Habsburg dynasty to France to the Scandinavian coun-
tries to Russia.26 Interested in finding some men of letters 
during a visit to Genoa in 1739, the French writer Charles de 
Brosses complained how he could not find any in Genoa due 
to the city’s banking sector attracting so much capital:

We wanted to look for men of letters: [there are] none. This is 
not the country, the merchants do not amuse themselves with 
trifles, and only know of the letters of the bills of exchange, 
of which they make the greatest trade of in the universe; and 
for that they have a public bank fund containing, they say, 300 
million silver in effective cash.27 

Brosses’s countryman Charles Dupaty also marvelled at the 
international esteem of the bank. ‘Here is kept shut up and 
secured under a hundred keys, the solution of that great and 
terrible enigma, whether the bank really possesses, or owes 
millions. This enigma constitutes the safety of the state, and 
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in part, its riches’.28 ‘Its capital is immense, its credit univer-
sal, and the security as firm as the defenceless condition of 
Genoa will admit’, echoed the Welsh churchman Thomas 
Watkins.29 ‘This decayed city […] is eminent for having some 
of the richest bankers in all Europe, and its profitable deal-
ings in exchange’, contributed Adam Anderson in his own 
travelogue in a passage that reminds us of how easily the 
imagery of decay could slip into such accounts.30 Indeed, the 
image of the Bank of Saint George as both financially thriv-
ing and economically throttling is captured best in the work 
of the Prussian Johann Wilhelm von Archenholz.31 

People are accustomed to look upon Genoa as the Peru of Italy. 
The capital sums which this city has lent to kings, princes 
and towns, and still does lend, seem to confirm the idea of an 
inexhaustible treasure. The total decay of the trade of Genoa 
obliged the Genoese to lend out their capital funds by change. 
There are no warehouses, as in other commercial cities, stocked 
with the productions of different countries, and the trade 
of Genoa is entirely in money concerns. Money, however, 
being no wealth with respect to state-oeconomy, but only a 
token of wealth, ought to be looked upon here as a common 
article; for should it come to fail, the trade of the Genoese 
must cease forever, the country being quite destitute of natural 
productions.

As if needing to better make his point, Archenholz went on 
to compare Genoa to Hamburg, itself a major centre for for-
eign commercial and military loans, such comparisons being 
‘sometimes necessary to ascertain the proportion of one state, 
with respect to another’. According to Archenholtz, Genoese 
foreign loans ‘amounted in June of 1780 to forty-five millions 
of rix-dollars’, an amount that ‘would not have been sufficient 
to maintain only for six months the English forces during 
the late American war’. Archenholtz’s comments are a stark 
reminder that, even when seen in a positive light, Genoa’s 
international position remained shaky at best, the Repub-
lic’s neutrality always predicated on its perceived utility to 
other powers. Hester Lynch Piozzi – the Welsh-born diarist, 
author, art patron, and confidant of Samuel Johnson – pro-
vides just such a vision of the city. Approaching Genoa over-
land, she found soothing the sounds of the sea:

Genoa la Superba stands proudly on the margin of a gulph 
crowded with ships, and resounding with voices, which never 
fail to animate a British hearer – the sailor’s shout, the mariner’s 
call, swelled by successful commerce, or strengthened by 
newly-acquired fame.32 

Through the sea, Piozzi linked the Genoese to the British.

One should not however speak unkindly of a people whose 
affectionate regard for our country shewed itself so clearly 

during the late war: a few days residence with the English 
consul here at his country seat gave me an opportunity of 
hearing many instances of the Republic’s generous attachment 
to Great Britain, whose triumphs at Gibraltar over the united 
forces of France and Spain were honestly enjoyed by the 
friendly Genoese, who gave many proofs of their sincerity, 
more solid than those clamorous ones of huzzaing our minister 
about wherever he went, and crying Viva il General Elliott; while 
many young gentlemen of high fashion offered themselves 
to go volunteers aboard our fleet, and were with difficulty 
restrained.33

In much the same way, the controversial literary critic, writer, 
poet, and linguist Giuseppe Marc’Antonio Baretti (known in 
England as ‘Joseph Baretti’) defended the Republic’s neutral-
ity in his own Account of the manners and customs of Italy (1768). 
Against ‘a very large number of those despicable wretches 
who go in [Britain] under the appellation of the Grub-street 
writers’ who belaboured the Genoese for being ‘very wicked 
as to permit their artificers to build ships of war, and sell them 
to the French and Spanish’, Baretti shot back that 

is it not a little surprising to hear the Genoese so often 
abused for doing what they have an indisputable right to do? 
Shipbuilding is a manufacture at Genoa […] and what foreign 
nation has any right to hinder the manufacturers […] from 
selling the products of their labour and ingenuity? When 
powder and ball are sold to the pirates of Algiers and Tunis, 
one would think that ships might also be sold to Spaniards and 
French without any danger of censure.34 

It is to some of these very same Grub Street writers that we 
now proceed.

Genoa in the grub street press (1745–1748)

Turning away from travel accounts, the image of Genoa as an 
international military and commercial centre can be appre-
ciated more fully by looking closely at a series of pro-Geno-
ese political pamphlets produced in London during the War 
of the Austrian Succession (1740–48).35 Fearful any change in 
Genoese neutrality could upset trade patterns in the broader 
Mediterranean, the British political class took a keen inter-
est in the Republic’s stance in the war, especially after 1745 
when the Genoese shifted from neutral to openly hostile 
towards Britain and its allies, Austria and Sardinia, following 
news that the Austrian Empress Maria Theresa had prom-
ised the Genoese-controlled port of Finale to Savoy-Sar-
dinia via the Treaty of Worms (1743). Thus, for the remainder 
of the war British eyes remained fixed on Genoa as the city 
first fell to Austrian troops in September 1746, subsequently 
revolted against the harsh Austrian rule three months later, 
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and further resisted a second siege early the next year with 
the help of Spanish and French reinforcements.36 

British political pamphlets bearing titles like A Letter from 
a Genoese gentleman to a member of Parliament of Great-Britain, relat-
ing to that part of the treaty of Worms (1744), A Compleat and Authen-
tick Account of the Late Revolution in Genoa (1747), and Seasonable 
Reflections on the Late Convention between the Courts of Vienna and 
Turin (1747) served as vital propaganda tools, working to per-
suade parliamentary politicians to reconsider the British 
alliance with Savoy-Sardinia and Austria as well as to pre-
serve Genoese independence and territorial integrity. As 
with many political pamphlets of the time, nearly all of these 
works were meant for quick reading, their authors using var-
ious anonymous pseudonyms: an English merchant resid-
ing in Livorno, a Genoese gentleman, or a member of par-
liament. While their authors (or, perhaps given their similar 
tone and topic, author) remain a mystery, we can know a bit 
about these works as many of the pamphlets shared a com-
mon publisher, the London-based Mary Cooper, who had 
inherited her husband Thomas’s business at Paternoster Row 
in 1743 and remained active into the 1760s.37 As a trade pub-
lisher, Cooper published for those who held the copyright, 
a practice done partly in order to conceal their identity, and 
her publications included works varying from early printed 
children’s literature to controversial Enlightenment reli-
gious pamphlets to erotica to political pamphlets, the latter 
of which she brought to market during the Seven Years’ War 
until her death in 1761.38 These texts speak then less to the 
truth of the explosive events in Genoa in 1746–1747 and much 
more to the underlying assumptions the British political 
class held about Genoa and the Genoese at this delicate time. 

As such, Genoa’s role as a neutral military redistributive 
centre formed an essential part of British reports of the war. 
No work captured this view better than A General History of the 
Late Revolution of Genoa.39 Said to have been published and writ-
ten by the French adventurer, spy, gambler, journalist, serial 
pamphleteer, and scoundrel Ange Goudar, the General History 
is both a blow-by-blow account of the Genoese defence of 
their city in 1746–47 as well as a deliberate piece of pro-French 
propaganda and literary-historical memorial to Joseph 
Marie, Duke of Boufflers, the French commander who, ‘like a 
tutelar god,’ commanded Genoa’s defence in 1747 and whom 
Goudar (allegedly) served as attaché.40 And while much is still 
unknown about the text (least of all its publication during a 
time when Goudar was on a mission of industrial espionage 
in Portugal), the Genoese Republic that appears in the Gen-
eral History is one committed to neutrality and war-profiteer-
ing. Following the war’s outbreak, the General History recounts 
a vigorous, fictionalised debate within the Genoese Sen-
ate during which its combatants tried to sway the Genoese 

to their sides, the Franco-Spanish diplomats centring on the 
Republic’s territorial integrity (‘by this alliance you main-
tain your possession of Finale’) while their Austrian ene-
mies played on past grievances (‘your palaces [are] still level 
with the ground by the fury of the [French]’).41 When at first 
sharp divisions between Franco-Spanish and Imperial par-
ties deadlocked the deliberative body, a third faction emerged 
heralding neutrality. ‘It is best for Genoa to declare for a strict 
neutrality in the present war, unless she would expose herself 
to the greatest calamities’ declared an anonymous senator ‘of 
the ancient nobility’, marshalling in his defence numerous 
points: the natural proclivity of monarchies to repress repub-
lics, Finale’s geopolitical deadlock, and, most importantly, 
the exhaustion of Genoese state finances following their long 
struggle against the rebellious Corsicans.42 

Besides, Gentlemen, suppose we had all the reason imaginable, 
to engage in the present war, where should we find funds to 
defray the expences? You all know how much the war of Corsica 
hath exhausted the republic […] You further know, that the 
Bank of St George, so celebrated in the world for an immense 
treasure, has no other reality than the splendid reputation given 
it by foreigners; to us but a pure chimera […] we employed [the 
Bank’s funds] in the war of Corsica.43 

But the war would provide a matchless economic boon if the 
Republic stayed neutral and handled the war business of both 
sides. 

But, gentleman, why should we be at a loss to choose a party? 
[…] Divine providence seems to send us this, to remedy the 
distress which the war of Corsica hath plunged us: you see 
numerous armies from all quarters just ready to enter Italy; 
they will soon be in want of every thing let us supply them with 
necessaries, without engaging in their quarrels; let us make 
an advantage of their divisions, and give our provisions in 
exchange for their gold; let our republic be the magazine of all 
provisions which they may want; by this we shall be serviceable 
to those foreign powers, and enrich ourselves. Let us shew to all 
Europe, that we understand our true interests, and how to make 
use of conjunctures. In short, let us redress the disorders in our 
finances; let us draw all the money from those foreign troops 
into the bosom of our state; let us accumulate their riches.44

Language similar to that of Goudar’s fictionalised orator may 
be found in A Letter from a Genoese gentleman to a member of Parlia-
ment of Great-Britain, relating to that part of the treaty of Worms, an 
anonymous pamphlet which concerns itself with the inner 
workings of the aforementioned Austro-Sardinian treaty 
that would have seen the Genoese-controlled Marquisate of 
Finale pass into Sardinian hands. ‘The Republick has observed 
as strict a Neutrality between the Crowns of Great Britain 
and Spain as is possible to conceive on the like occasion’, 
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the anonymous author noted, adding that any attack would 
reduce the Genoese use of English merchant vessels to ship 
their goods.45 ‘One would think, from the many Slips and 
Over-sights in this Treaty [of Worms], that it was negotiated 
over a Bottle, and sign’d on the Head of a Drum […] Surely 
there were no Maps, but of Alsace and Lorrain, to be had at 
Worms’, declared another tract on a similar topic.46

In spite of such calls for restraint, however, the Treaty of 
Worms went forward, and the Genoese joined the French and 
Spanish, a disastrous diplomatic error that led directly to the 
Austrian invasion of the city two years later. Yet despite the 
depths of Genoese suffering, British pamphleteer reports 
from the city at that time show a town still very much in the 
business of war, with the invading Austrians finding ‘700 sick 
Spaniards’ in the city’s Lazaretto, magazines in Sampierdarena 
stuffed with ‘the immense […] booty’ of the retreating Fran-
co-Spanish armies, 3,000 Austro-Sardinian deserters in the 
city given reprieve and rejoined to the ‘augmentation of the 
Austrian forces’, and, most notably, countless foreign punters 
desperate to draw their capital out of the Bank of Saint George 
before the Austrians extracted their steep cash demands from 
the Genoese following the Republic’s capitulation in Septem-
ber 1746.47 Goudar remarked:

Many foreigners, who had part in the funds, being informed of 
[the Austrian payments], flew to Genoa to realize [lacuna], but 
found a considerable alteration. The paymasters of the bank 
had directions to pay off no bills till fresh orders, which caused 
a sort of bankruptcy. This novelty occasioned an alarm among 
these foreigners, who wrote to others concerned; so that in a 
short time the city of Genoa was crowded with people who had 
demands, and accused the Genoese of having made use of their 
funds.48 

‘No Prince, nor State in Italy in the most flourishing Circum-
stances of that Country, since the Time of the Romans, was 
ever able to lay down so vast a Sum of ready Money’, added 
the 50–page political pamphlet The Case of the Genoese impar-
tially stated.49 

According to the pamphlet’s anonymous author(s), the 
Genoese, faced with ‘the natural Impossibility’ of raising the 
necessary war indemnities for the Austrians, which had ‘com-
pell’d this most serene Commonwealth to have Recourse to 
the last Remedy; the laying Hands on that sacred Deposi-
tary, the Bank of St George, where was lodged not only the 
Cash of the subjects of this State, but that also of many other 
Nations’.50 ‘It [is] well known, that Foreigners were more 
deeply concern’d in the Bank of St George than the Geno-
ese’, the Austrian actions running contrary to ‘what is handed 
down to us by History’.51 ‘This sacred Deposit of the Wealth 
of most Nations in Europe [e.g. the Bank], had been always 
regarded, and remain’d unviolated, during all the Convulsions 

of the State’, the Case’s anonymous author(s) harangued. ‘Even 
when the city of Genoa itself was given up by the Marquis of 
Pescara, in 1522, to be plundered by his Army, the Bank of St 
George was still untouch’d, by the impious Ravagers; so sacred 
was it held in those Days’.52 Beyond foreign capital, other Aus-
trian crimes targeted foreign goods in the city. Running short 
of food and fodder,

some German officers arrogated to themselves, the Liberty 
of entering with an armed Force, and on Horse-back, into 
the Porto-Franco itself, to take a View of it; a Procedure which 
afforded the Worst of Omens to the Traders, who from that 
Time, justly apprehended, that the Merchandise, whether of 
the Genoses or Foreigners, were as little secure in this Asylum 
of Porto-Franco, as their Money in that of the Bank of St. George.53 

We find similar reflections during the second siege of the city 
in spring 1747. Writing in May 1747 as Austrian and Sardin-
ian troops once more besieged Genoa following their expul-
sion the previous winter, the pamphlet Seasonable reflections 
on the late convention, concluded the 3d of May last, between the courts 
of Vienna and Turin argued that ‘no event could more essen-
tially affect the English Trade to the Mediterranean’ than 
the feared partition of Genoa between Vienna and Turin, its 
anonymous author asserted.54 Narrowing in, the pamphle-
teer opposed any Austrian attempt to conquer and partition 
Genoa because of its effect on Genoese capital. 

Our Trade to Genoa would inevitably, and immediately dwindle 
to nothing, from the Inability of its Inhabitants to deal with us 
after they should be stript of all their Specie, which must be the 
certain Consequence of the Conquest by a Nation so greedy and 
necessitous as the Austrians.55 

Recalling Genoa’s role as centre for Bourbon cash remit-
tances during the first half of the War of the Spanish Succes-
sion (1701–14), Seasonable Reflections went on note how ‘while 
the Spaniards bore Sway here’ Genoa had been used as a key 
centre for the circulation of specie.56 

The Italians grew rich, and particularly while Lewis xiv 
supported the Interest of his Grandchild Philip V from 1701 to 
1706. In that short Interval alone, the French brought above 
Eight Millions Sterling into Italy in weighty Louisdors, which 
had caused such a Circulation as was infinitely useful to the 
trading Nation of Europe, and to ours more than any,

only for all this money to be ‘swept away to Germany by vari-
ous methods’ following the war.57 The pamphleteer launched 
similar scathing accusations against Savoyard control of the 
Riviera Ponente: they would turn Savona into a freeport, dump 
cheap woollen goods on the Italian market, if left unchecked, 
grow into a maritime power in their own right liable at any 
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